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REF: MOSCOW 3981 

1 . NEW SOVIET PRACTIVE ON EXIT VISAS POR JOURNALISTS 
(REFTEL) HAS BEEN SUBJECT OP CONSIDERABLE CORRIDOR TALK 
SINCE IT WAS MENTIONED IN LE MONDE EARLY THIS WEEK, AND 
POLLOWING RECEIPT BY SOME WESTERN DELEGATIONS OP REPORTS FROM 
EMBASSIES IN MOSCOW. AS A RESULT, IT CAME UP IN REGULAR 

NATO CAUCUS DISCUSSION OP BASKET III TEXT ON WORKING CONDI- 
TIONS POR JOURNALISTS. CAUCUS GENERALLY THOUGHT SOVIET 
MOVE WAS DESIGNED TO MAKE MOSCOW-BASED JOURNALISTS APPRECIATE 
ANY IMPROVEMENTS IN THEIR SITUATION WHICH MAY RESULT FROM 
CSCE. WE USED IT TO ILLUSTRATE WHY WE THOUGHT IT 
IMPORTANT TO OBTAIN MEANINGPUL TEXT ON JOURNALISTS. 

2. WE ALSO MENTIONED NEW SOVIET VISA PRACTICE AT PREVIOUSLY 
ARRANGED PRIVATE LUNCH WITH SECRETARY GENERAL OP SOVIET DEL 
(PETROVSKY). WE POINTED OUT THAT THIS INCIDENT COULD 

ONLY SHARPEN INTEREST OP WESTERN JOURNALISTS IN RELATED 
CSCE TEXT, AND MAKE IT MORE NECESSARY POR US TO PRESS POR 
A MEANINGPUL DOCUMENT ON JOURNALISTS. WE SAID WE DID NOT 
SEE HOW THIS WOULD BENEPIT US OR THE SOVIETS. PETROVSKY 
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(PROTEXT) SAID HE WAS NOT "OPICIALLY INFORMED" OF NEW 
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SOVIET MEASURE, BUT ASSUMED IT WAS AIMED AT HEIGHTENING 
WESTERN APPRECIATION EOR SOVIET CONCESSIONS ON lOURNALISTS 
IN CSCE. 
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